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ABSTRACT

As Viet Nam enters a new era of national development marked by profound
transformations in economic growth, social change, and international integration,

the preservation and promotion of traditional cultural values of ethnic minorities
in the Mekong Delta has become increasingly urgent. The Khmer ethnic group is

one of the long-established communities in this region, in which Theravada
Buddhism plays a central role in the cultural, spiritual, and social life of Khmer
people in the Mekong Delta.

This article focuses on analyzing the role of Khmer Theravada Buddhism in

preserving and promoting the traditional values of the Khmer ethnic community in

the Mekong Delta through various dimensions, including customs and practices,

festivals, language and script, community ethics, and the cohesion of phum and
soc. Based on document analysis, synthesis, and an interdisciplinary approach

combining cultural studies and religious studies, the research findings indicate that
Khmer Theravada Buddhism is not only a spiritual foundation but also an

important cultural and social institution that contributes significantly to the
preservation of ethnic cultural identity and the orientation of community lifestyles
in the modern context.

The study affirms that promoting the role of Khmer Theravada Buddhism is of
great significance in strengthening national unity, fostering a healthy cultural life,

and advancing sustainable development in the Mekong Delta during the country’s
new stage of development.

TOM TAT

Trong boi canh Viét Nam budc vao ky nguyen vion minh cua dan tgc voi nhirng
chuyén bién manh mé vé klnh té, xd hoi va hoi nhdp quoc té, van de gin giir va phat
huy cac gia tri van hoa truyén thong cua cdc ddn toc thiéu s6 & Dong bang song
Citu Long dat ra yéu cau ngay cang cap thiét. Dan téc Khmer ld mot trong nhitng
cong dong dan toc sinh song lau doi tai khu viee nay, trong do Phdt gido Nam tong
Khmer giit vai tro trung tdm trong doi song vin héa — tinh than va xa hdi ciia dong
bao dén téc Khmer ¢ Pong bang séng Ciru Long.

Bai viét tdp trung phan tich vai tro ciia Phdt gido Nam téng Khmer trong viéc gin
itk va phat huy cdc gid tri truyén thong ciia dong bao dan téc Khmer ¢ Pong bang
séng Ciru Long thong qua cdc phwong dién nhuwe phong tuc, tdp qudn, 16 héi, ngon
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ngit, chir viét, dao dirc cong dong va su gan két phum, séc. Trén co s6 phwong
phap phan tich, tong hop tai lidu va tiép cdn lién nganh van héa hoc, tén gido hoc,
nghién cuu cho thay Phdt gido Nam téng Khmer khong chi la chd dya tam linh ma
Tir khéa: Phdt gido  con la mét thiét ché van héa — xd hoi quan trong, gop phan bdo ton ban sdc vin

Nam tong Khmer, hoa ddn toc va dinh hudng 16i séng cong dong trong boi canh hién dai.

gid tri truyén thong;  Két qua nghién ciru khang dinh, viéc phat huy vai tro cia Phat giago Nam tong
Pong bang song Khmer c6 y nghia quan trong trong cung co khoz dai doan két dan toc, xdy dung
Cuu Long, ky doi song van héa lanh manh va thic ddy phat trién bén viing viimg Pong bang séng
nguyén vuwon minh. Citu Long trong giai doan phat trién méi cia dat nuée.

1. Giéi thiéu

Pdng bing song Ctru Long 13 ving dit ¢ lich sir hinh thanh va phat trién lau doi, noi
cong cu cua nhiéu dan tdc nhu Kinh, Hoa, Khmer va Cham. Trong d¢, dan toc Khmer la mot
trong nhiing cong d6ng dan toc thiéu s6 sinh sdng 1au doi ¢ Viét Nam, tap trung chu yéu tai khu
vuc Pong bing song Ciru  Long. Theo cac tu ligu lich str, tor khoang thé ky XII-XIII, cong dong
nguoi Khmer di dinh cu 6n dinh tai khu vuc ndy va qua nhiéu thé ky da gan bo, chung sdng hoa
hop véi cac dan toc khac, dac biét la nguoi Kinh va nguoi Hoa, cung gop phan hinh thanh nén
ban sic van hoa dic trung cua ving dat Nam B¢ (Son Buu Vinh Ngoc, 2018). Truge khi thuce
hién m4 hinh chinh quyén dia phuong hai cap, dan s6 nguoi Khmer ¢ Dong bang séng Ctru Long
udc tinh trén 1,3 tri€u nguoi, phan b tap trung tai cac tinh Tra Vinh, Soc Trang, An Giang, Kién
Giang, Bac Liéu va Ca Mau (Uy ban Dan toc, 2022). Mac du sinh séng dan xen véi cac cong
ddng dan toc khac, dong bao Khmer van bao ton duoc ban sic vin hoa riéng, thé hién qua hé
théng phong tuc, tdp quén, tin ngudng va doi séng van hoa phong phu, dam da ban sdc dan toc
(Buu Vinh Ngoc, 2018).

Phat gido Nam tong Khmer, véi lich st du nhép va phat trién 1au doi, da tro thanh ton gido
giit vi tri chu dao trong doi séng tinh than ctia ddng bao Khmer ¢ Pong bang song Ciru Long (Lam
Van Tam, 2018; Thach Soc, 2017). Khong chi thuc hién chire nang ton gido, Phat gido Nam tong
Khmer con déng vai tro quan trong trong viéc dinh hudng cac chuan muyc dao dirc, 16i song, phong
tuc va tap quéan cta cong dong. Nhiing gia tri cot 16i ctia Phat gido nhu tir bi, vi tha, vo ngi, hudéng
thién va an lac d4 thim sau vao doi séng xa hoi, duoc duy tri va lan toa thong qua hé thong chua
chién, d6i ngii su sii ciing cac nghi 1& va 18 hoi truyén théng (Ban Ton gido Chinh pha, 2021). Déi
v6i dong bao dan toc Khmer, ngoi chua khong chi la khong gian sinh hoat ton giao ma con la trung
tam gido duc dao dirc, bao t6n vin hoa va cd két cong dong.

Tuy nhién, trong bdi canh Viét Nam buéc vao ky nguyén vuon minh cua dan toc voi
nhirng tac dong sau rong cua cong nghiép hoa, hién dai hoa, kinh té thi truong va hoi nhép
quoc té, doi song van hoa — tinh than ctia ddong bao dan toc Khmer dang ding trudc nhiéu bién
d6i dang ké (Ban Chap hanh Trung wong Dang Cong san Viét Nam, 2025). Bén canh nhiing
tac dong tich cuc nhu sy d6i mai trong tu duy xa hoi va phuong thirc t6 chirc doi sdng ton
gido, tao diéu kién dé Phat giao Nam tong Khmer thich ing va dong hanh cing sy phat trién,
mit trai cia toan cau hoa va cong nghé ciing lam nay sinh xu huéng thyc dung, sy suy giam
cac chuan muc dao dirc truyén théng va su xam nhép cua cac trao luu ton gido méi, trong do
co6 hién tugng cai dao, anh huong dén su 6n dinh van hoa va khoi dai doan két dan toc & mot
s6 dia phuong.

Trong bdi canh d6, viéc nghién ciru va 1am rd vai tro ciia Phat giao Nam tong Khmer trong
gin giit va phat huy céc gia tri van hoa truyén thong ciia cong dong Khmer & Dong bang séng Ciru
Long trd nén dic biét cap thiét. Py khong chi 1a van dé ¢ ¥ nghia hoc thuat trong linh vuc nghién
clru ton gido va vin hoa, ma con mang gia tri thyc tién sau séc d6i v6i viec hoach dinh va thyc thi
chinh sach dan toc, ton giao, cting nhu gop phan xay dung nén vin héa Viét Nam tién tién, dam
da ban sic dan toc trong giai doan phat trién mai.
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2. Phuwong phap nghién ciru

Dé 1am 13 vai tro ctia Phat gido Nam tong Khmer trong viéc gin gitt va phat huy cac gia tri
van hoa truyén théng cua cong dong ngudi Khmer ¢ Dong bang song Ciru Long trong bdi canh
hién nay, bai viét sir dung tong hop cac phuong phap nghién ciru khoa hoc x3 hoi, bao dam sy
thdng nhét giira muc tiéu, phuong phap va ndi dung phén tich.

Phuong phap phan tich va tong hop tai liéu duoc van dung chu dao nham thu thap, xu ly
va hé thong hoa cac cong trinh nghién ciru, sach chuyén khao, bai bao khoa hoc, bao céo thuc tién
va cac van kién ciia Pang, Nha nudce lién quan dén Phat gido Nam tong Khmer, vin héa Khmer
Nam B6 va van dé dan toc, ton gido & Pdng bang song Ctru Long. Trén co sé d6, bai viét xdy dung
khung 1y luan va luan ctr khoa hoc dé phan tich cac biéu hién cu thé cua vai trd Phat gido Nam
tong Khmer trong doi séng vin hoa — xa hoi caa cong dong, nhu 18 hoi, phong tuc tdp quan, ngdn
ngtt, chir viét, gido duc tai chua va cac hoat dong an sinh xa hoi.

Bén canh d6, phwong phap lich st — logic dugc st dung dé khao ctru qua trinh hinh thanh
va phat trién cta Phat gido Nam tong Khmer gin véi lich str cu tra, sinh hoat cong ddng va khong
gian phum, séc ctia nguoi Khmer ¢ Pong bang song Ctru Long. Viée dit cac hién tuong ton gido
va van hoa trong tién trinh lich st cu thé cho phép lam rd tinh ké thira, dn dinh va bién d6i cua céac
gi4 tri van hoa truyén théng dudi tic dong ciia cac dicu kién kinh té — x4 hoi khac nhau.

Ngoai ra, phuong phap so sanh va ddi chiéu duoc van dung nham phan tich su khac biét
trong vai trd va phuong thirc phat huy céac gia tri truyén thong ctia Phat giao Nam tong Khmer giita
bdi canh xa hoi truyén thdng va bdi canh duong dai. Thong qua do, nghién ctru lam rd kha nang
thich (mg ctia cc thyc hanh van héa — ton giao, cling nhu vai tro cta chua Khmer va d6i ngii chu
tang trong viéc diéu chinh cac gié tri truyén thong cho phul hop véi yéu cau ctia xa hoi hién dai va
qua trinh hdi nhap.

Trén co so cac phuong phap trén, bai viét tiép can Phat gido Nam tong Khmer theo hudng
lién nganh, két hop cac gbéc nhin cia ton gido hoc, van hoa hoc va khoa hoc xa hdi, xem day khong
chi 1a mot ton gido ma con 1a mot thiét ché vin hoa — xa hoi gin bo mat thiét véi doi sdng cong
dong nguoi Khmer. Cach tiép can nay tao co s dé danh gia mot cach toan dién vai trd cua Phat
gido Nam tong Khmer trong viéc bao ton, phat huy va thich tng cac gia tri van hoa truyen thong,
dong thoi 1am r6 nhirg dong gop cua ton giao nay d6i vi viée cliing c6 khoi dai doan két dan toc
va phat trién bén vimg ving Ddng bang song Ciru Long trong ky nguyén vuon minh

Bén canh phuong phép phan tich va tong hop tai liéu thir cip, nghién ctru con st dung
phuong phap khao sat thuce dia nham bao dam tinh khach quan va do tin ciy cua két qua nghién
ctru. Trong giai doan 2024 - 2025, tac gia tién hanh khao sat tai mot sb chia Phat giao Nam tong
Khmer ¢ cac dia phuong thugc vung Pong bang song Ctru Long nhu thanh phd Can Tho (moi),
tinh Vinh Long (m&i) va mot sé dia ban c6 dong d6ng bao Khmer sinh sng.

Phuong phap khao sat thyc dia dugc trién khai thong qua quan sét truc tiép cac hoat dong
sinh hoat t6n gido, 1& hoi truyén thong, 16p day chir Khmer tai chua va cac hoat dong an sinh xa
hoi do chu tang va ban quan tri chua t6 chirc. Pong thoi, tac gia tién hanh trao doi, phong van
khong cu triic V61 mot s6 chu tang, ban quan tri chua va nguoi dan dia phuong nhiam thu thap
thém théng tin vé vai trd ctia Phat gido Nam tong Khmer trong doi song cong dong.

Céc dit liéu thu thap tir thuc dia dugc ddi chiéu, so sanh véi ngudn tu lidu thir cAp nham kiém
chimg thong tin va lam rd hon nhttng nhan dinh nghién ctru. Viée két hop gitra phuong phap phan tich
tai liéu va khao sat thuc dia gop phan nang cao tinh khach quan, toan dién va thyc tién cua bai viét.

3. Két qua va thao ludn

3.1. Khii lwgc Phit gizo Nam Tong Khmer & Pong bang song Ciru Long

Phét giao Nam tong Khmer giit vi tri ddc biét quan trong trong doi séng tinh than, van hoa
va x4 hoi ctia cong ddng ngudi Khmer ¢ Pong bang séng Ciru Long. Xuét hién sém va gan bo 1au
dai v6i dong bao dan toc Khmer, Phat gido Nam tong Khmer di tré thanh nén tang tu tudng dao
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dure chi phdi doi séng tin ngudng, phong tuc va cac chuan myc xa hoi ciia cong déng (LAm Vin
Tam, 2018; Thach Séc, 2017).

Trong ciu trac x4 hoi truyén thong ciia nguoi Khmer, ngdi chia giir vai tro 1a thiét ché
trung tam cua phum, séc. Chua khong chi 1a khong gian sinh hoat ton gido ma con la trung tam
van hoéa, gido duc, noi dién ra céc hoat dong 18 hoi, truyén day tri thirc va b két cong dong. boi
ngii su sai, voi vi thé dao duc va uy tin xa hoi, gilt vai tro huéng dan tinh than, gido duc dao duc
va duy tri trat ty x3 hoi & co s. Su két hop gitra chua, su sdi va cong dong da hinh thanh mot thiét
ché van hoa — xa hoi dic thu, gbp phan bao ton va phat huy ban sic van hoa cua ngudi Khmer &
Dong bang song Ctru Long (Lam Vian Tam, 2018; Son Biru Vinh Ngoc, 2018).

3.2. Vai trd ciia Phét gido Nam tong Khmer trong gin giir va phat huy cac gia trj truyén
thong trong ky nguyen moi

Trong doi séng cuia ddng bao dan toc Khmer o DPong bang song Ctru Long, Phat gido Nam
tong Khmer khong chi 1a mot ton gido ma con 1 nén tang tinh than quan trong gop phan hinh
thanh, duy tri va phat huy cac gia tri van hoa truyen thong Tu cau trac t6 chirc phum, soc, sinh
hoat cong dong den 18 hoi, phong tuc, tap quan va 16i sdng, cac yéu t6 vin hoa dic trung cua dan
toc Khmer déu gin bé chit ché véi ngdi chua va doi ngu su sai. Thong qua hé thdng thiét ché nay,
Phét giao Nam tong Khmer gitr vai tr6 trung tdm trong viéc bao t6n ban sac van hoa va cing cd su
gan két cong dong (Lam Van Téam, 2018; Son Btru Vinh Ngoc, 2018).

* Phat giao Nam tong Khmer trong cac 1& hdi truyén thong

L& hoi gitr vi tri ddc biét quan trong trong doi song tinh than cta dong bao dan toc Khmer
va 1a khong gian thé hién rd nét vai tro ctia Phat gido Nam tong Khmer. Hau hét cac 1& hoi 16n nhur
Tét cb truyén Chol Chnam Thmay, 1 Sene Dolta (cting 6ng ba), 1& Ok Om Bok (cung trang) 18
dua ghe ngo déu dugc to chirc gan voi chiia va c6 su cha tri hodc tham gia cta chu tang, moi chiéc
ghe ngo phan 16n lién vé6i tén ngdi chiia Phat gido Nam tong Khmer. Dt mang tinh 18 hoi dan gian
hay t6n gido, cac nghi thirc déu in ddm ddu 4n Phat giao Nam tong thong qua viéc tung kinh, 18
Tam béo, cAu phudc va cau an, qua d6 gop phan dinh hudng céac gia tri dao dic va tinh than cho
cong dong (Thach Soc, 2017).

Hinh 1. Lé héi Oéc Om Béc - Pua ghe Ngo nam 2025
tai phwong Phii Loi va phwong Séc Trang, TP Can Tho

Trong quan ni¢m truyen thong cua ngu’oq Khmer doi song gan lién véi vide “lam phuac”,
do d6 1& hoi khong chi 1a dip sinh hoat vin hoéa ma con 1a méi truong gido duc dao duc, khuyen
khich con nguoi huéng thién, chia s¢ va doan két trong phum, séc. Nho vai tro dan dat ctia Phat
giao Nam tong Khmer, cac 18 hoi truyen thong khong chi dugc duy tri ben ving ma con dugc
truyén ndi qua nhiéu thé hé, gop phan bao ton nhiing gia tri vin hoa dic sic clia dong bao déan toc
Khmer ¢ Pong bang séng Ctru Long (Lam Vin Tam, 2018).

* Phat gidao Nam tong Khmer trong phong tuc, tap quan

Bén canh 18 hoi, Phat giao Nam tong Khmer con in du sdu ddm trong hé théng phong tuc,
tap quan cta dong bao dan toc Khmer. Tiéu biéu 1a phong tuc nam gidi vao chuia tu hoc trong mot
khoang thoi gian nhat dinh khi dén tudi truong thanh. Pay khong chi 1a hoat dong t6n gido ma con
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1a mot chudn muc vin hoa va dao dirc truyén thong, nham gitp thanh nién hoc chi¥, tiép thu gido
1y, rén luyén nhan cach va thé hién long hiéu kinh d6i v6i cha me, t6 tién. Nhitng nguoi timg tu
hoc thuong dugc cong dong danh gia cao vé uy tin va dao dirc, qua do tao diéu kién thuan loi cho
vi€c tham gia cac hoat dong xa hdi va dong gop cho phum, séc (Son Btiru Vinh Ngoc, 2018; Thach
S6c, 2017). Song song do, trong sinh hoat cong dong, nhirng nguoi da timg tu hoc thudng giit vai
tro tich cuc, gwong mau trong viéc van dong ba con thyc hién nép sdng van minh, giit gin phong
tuc, tp quan cua cong dong dan toc. Nho do, Phat gido Nam tong Khmer khong chi gop phan bao
ton cac gia tri truyén théng ma con ting cudng su doan két va 6n dinh xa hoi ¢ co' s6.

Tang ma cling la mot phong tuc chiu anh hudng séu sdc cua Phat gido Nam tong Khmer.
Quan niém “sdng gui than, chét giri cot” phan anh niém tin ciia ngudi Khmer vao luat nhan qua
va su giai thoat theo gido 1y nha Phat. Cac nghi thirc tir lic qua doi, hoa tang dén nhap cbt déu
duoc tién hanh dudi sy hudng dan cta chu ting, gop phan duy tri mot hé thong nghi 18 thong nht,
bao dam trat ty va sy gin két trong cong dong (LAm Vin Tam, 2018).

* Ngbi chua va su sii trong doi sdng cong dong

Trong céu trac phum, séc ciia ngudi Khmer, ngdi chua giit vai tro 13 trung tdm sinh hoat
tinh than, van hoa va xi hoi. Poi ngi su séi khong chi thye hién chice nang ton gido ma con gitr
vai trd huéng din dao dirc, bao ton phong tuc va tham gia hoa giai cac moi quan h¢ trong cong
dong. Bén canh do, ban quan tri chua gom nhitng nguoi ¢6 uy tin va am hiéu phong tuc hd tro su
try tri trong viéc t6 chirc sinh hoat ton gido va dinh hudng cong dong thuc hién cac gid tri truyén
thong tot dep. Chiia Khmer Khmer & Dong bang song Ciru Long 1a mot khong gian thiéng liéng
c6 vai tro vo cung quan trong d6i voi doi song van hoa tin ngudng va tinh than ctia ngudi Khmer
& ving dat nay trong viéc giit gin va phat huy céc gid tri vin hoa dan toc. Su két hop giita chua,
su sdi va cong dong da hinh thanh mot thiét ché vian hoa — xa hoi dic thu, giup Phat gido Nam tong
Khmer vira bao t6n truyén thong vira thich ing v6i nhitng bién d6i cuia xa hoi hién dai (Ban Ton
gido Chinh phu, 2021).

* Vai tro cia Phit gido Nam tong Khmer trong gin giir ngon ngir va chir viét Khmer

Ngon ngir va chir viét Khmer 1a phuong tién quan trong dé luu giit tri thirc, truyén thong
va ban sic vin hoa ciia cong dong Khmer 0 Pong bang song Ciru Long. Phat gido Nam tong
Khmer da dong gop tich cuc vao viéc bao ton va phat huy gia tri nay thong qua hé thong chua
Khmer va cac hoat dong gido dyc tai chua. Tur lau, chua khong chi 1a noi sinh hoat t6n giao ma
con la trung tdm truyén day chit viét va tiéng noi Khmer cho cac thé hé trong phum, soc, dic biét
1a thanh thiéu nién. Viéc hoc chit Khmer tai chua thudng gan lién voi hoc gido Iy Phat gido, giap
ngudi hoc vira tiép thu tiéng me dé vira thAm nhuén cac gié tri dao dirc nhan vin nhu hudng thién,
khiém nhudng, doan két va twong tro 1an nhau (Lam Vin Tam, 2018; Son Biru Vinh Ngoc, 2018).

Trong bdi canh dat nudc bude vao ky nguyén vuon minh va hoi nhap quc té sdu rong, vai
tro cuia Phat gido Nam tong Khmer trong viéc duy tri cac 16p hoc chit Khmer tai chua khong chi
gdp phan nang cao dan tri ma con gitp cong dong Khmer gii gin ban sic van hoa, ting kha nang
thich tng va phat trién bén viing trong giai doan méi (Ban Ton giao Chinh phu, 2021).

3.3. Phat giao Nam tong Khmer phat huy truyen thong trong ky nguyén vuon minh

Tir khi du nhap vao Viét Nam, Phat gidao Nam tong Khmer da ddng hanh cung dong bao dan
toc Khmer trong sudt tién trinh lich sir va dan tré thanh hé tu tuong, ton | gido gilr vai tro chu dao trong
dot song tinh than, van hoa va xa hoi cia dong bao dan toc Khmer & Pong bang song Ciru Long. Véi
su gan bo bén chat qua nhiéu thé hé, Phat gido Nam tong Khmer khong chi hi¢n dién trong sinh hoat
t6n gido ma con thAm sau vao doi sdng tinh than, phong tuc va 16i sdng ctia nguoi Khmer, tao nén nén
tang van hoa — dao durc dic thu ciia cong dong (Vién Nghién ciru Ton gido, 2014a).

Trong qué trinh cong cu véi dan tdc Kinh va dan toc Hoa, dan tdc Khmer theo Phat gido
Nam tong khong chi chung song hoa thuan ma con tich cyc tham gia va dong gop quan trong vao
su nghiép dau tranh giai phong dan toc. Trong hai cudc khang chién chong thuc dan Phap va dé
qudc My, nhiéu vi chu taing Khmer vira ¢dam nhiém vai tro huéng dan doi song tinh than cho dong
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bao, vira truc tiép tham gia, van dong va lanh dao quﬁn chung tham gia khéng chién. Tiéu biéu c6
cac vi Hoa thuong Tang Phé (Tran Phd), Hoa thuong Tang Ho, Hoa thugng Ting Né — Pho Chu
tich Uy ban Hanh chinh Khang chién Nam B6. Qua hai cudc khang chién, dong bao Khmer & Dong
bang song Ctru Long da c6 nhiéu dong gop to 16n cho cach mang giai phong dan toc va duge Dang,
Nha nude Viét Nam ghi nhan véi hang nghin li¢t si, thuong binh, Ba me¢ Vi¢t Nam anh hung va
Anh hung Luc luong vii trang nhan dan, thé hién tinh than yéu nudc, doan két va gén bo véi van
ménh dan toc (Ly Hung, 2019).

Budc vao thoi ky xay dung va bao vé T6 quéc dic biét trong bdi canh dat nude bude vao
ky nguyén vuon minh, Phat giao Nam tong Khmer tiép tuc phat huy truyén thdng yéu nude, tinh
than doan két dan toc va trach nhiém xa hoi. Cac chuc sic, chu tang va phat tor Khmer tich cuc
tham gia cac phong trao thi dua yéu nudc, tuyén truyen van dong dong bao chip hanh chu trrong
ctiia Pang, chinh sach, phap luat cuia Nha nudc, dong thoi ddu tranh phan bac cac luan diéu xuyén
tac, chia r& khdi dai doan két toan dan toc. Khong chi ding lai ¢ viée gin giit cac gia tri truyen
théng lich str, Phat gido Nam téng Khmer con giir vai trd quan trong trong gido duc dao duc, 161
song va y thirc cong dan cho cong déng nguoi Khmer. Gido ly Phét gido voi tinh than tir bi, hy x4,
hudng thién di gop phan hinh thanh 16i séng lanh manh, trong dao ly, dé cao tinh lang nghia x6m
trong cac phum, séc, giup dong bao Khmer thich ng v6i su phat trién cta kinh té thi truong va
hoi nhap qubc t& ma khong bi cudn theo 16i song thuc dung (Vién Nghién ciru Ton gido, 2014a).

Trong bdi canh hién nay, cic ngdi chiia Khmer khong chi 1a co s¢ sinh hoat tén gido ma
con 1a trung tdm luu gitt, truyén ba tri thirc va cac gid tri van hoa dan toc. o1 ngli chu tang, voi
vai tr0 1a nhing tri thirc Khmer, da va dang tich cuc truyén day ngoén ngir, chir viét, nghé thuat
truyén thdng, ciing nhu kinh nghiém san Xuat va g xur xd hoi cho thé hé tré. Pang chu ¥, nhiéu
tang sinh hién nay duoc tao diéu kién hoc tap céc kién thirc khoa hoc — k¥ thuat, tin hoc va ngoai
ngir tai cac co s¢ gido duc, qua do gop phan nang cao dan tri va hd trg cong ddng Khmer tiép cin
yéu cau phat trién trong ky nguyen m&i (Ban Ton gido Chinh phu, 2021).

Bén canh do, Phat gido Nam tong Khmer tich cyc tham gia cac hoat dong phuc loi xa hoi
nhu x4y dung truong hoc, cau dudng, cham lo cho nguoi nghéo, ngudi gia neo don va tré em md
coi, dong thoi van dong dong bao tham gia cac phong trao xdy dung doi sdng vin hoa ¢ khu dan
cu, x6a bo hu tuc lac hau va giir gin ban sic van hoa dén toc. Thong qua cac hoat dong nay, Phat
gido Nam tong Khmer khong chi gop phan cung cb khdi doan két cong dong va gitr viing 6n dinh
xa hoi, ma con dong vai tro tich cuc trong viée thiic ddy phat trién kinh té — xa hoi bén viing &
ving dong bao Khmer Pong bang song Ctru Long trong ky nguyén vuon minh cta dat nudc (Ban
Ton gido Chinh phu, 2021).

3.4. Mot s6 minh chirng thue tién vé vai tré ciia Phat gido Nam tong Khmer & Dong
bang song Ciru Long trong Ky nguyen vuon minh

Trong doi song xa hoi & Pong bang song Ciru Long, Phat gido Nam tong Khmer gitr vai
tré quan trong trong viéc gin gitr va phat huy cac gia tri van hoa truyén thong cua dong bao dan
toc Khmer thong qua hé thong chua chién, di ngii chu ting va cac hoat dong gan v0i khong gian
phum, soc. Thong qua céc thiét ché nay, nhitng gié tri dao dirc, van hoa va tinh than truyén thong
khong chi duoc duy tri ma con thich tng linh hoat trong bdi canh xa hoi duong dai.

Mot trong nhitng vai trd quan trong ctia Phat giao Nam tong Khmer dugc thé hién rd trong
linh vuc gido duc vin hoa va ngdn ngir. Tai nhiéu tinh, thanh & Déng bang song Ctru Long nhu
Vinh Long (mo61), Ca Mau (m61), Kién Giang (m61), thanh phé Can Tho (mdi)..., cac chua Khmer
van thuong xuyén t6 chirc 16p day chir Khmer va chir Qudc ngtr cho thanh thiéu nién, dic biét vao
dip hé. Nhitng 16p hoc nay gép phan bao ton tiéng ndi, chit viét ciia dong bao Khmer, dong thoi
nang cao dan tri va y thirc cong dong cho thé hé tré. Viéc giang day thudng gin véi gido 1y Phat
gido, gitip nguoi hoc tiép thu van hoa truyén thong song song vai cac gia tri dao duc tot dep. Hién
nay, tai tinh Vinh Long (méi) ¢6 156 chuia Khmer hoat dong, to chtrc hon 900 16p bd tic tiéng
Khmer mién phi, voi sy tham gia giang day cta trén 800 su sai, A cha va ngudi c6 uy tin, thu hit
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hon 20.000 hoc sinh (Uy ban nhan dan tinh Vinh Long, 2025). Qua d6 c6 thé thiy, chua Khmer
khong chi 1a noi sinh hoat ton gido ma con la trung tdm van hoda, gido duc quan trong & co s, noi
gin gilr va lan toa ban sic van hoa dan toc trong diéu kién x4 hoi hién dai.

Song song véi gido duc cong ddng, cong tac dao tao ting sinh ciing 1a diém sang trong hoat
dong cia Phét gido Nam tong Khmer. Truong B tic Vin hoa Pali Trung cip Nam B9, dit tai
thanh phd Can Tho, d3 dao tao trén 1.200 ting sinh dén tir cac chia Nam tong Khmer & Dong bang
song Ciru Long. Tai ddy, ting sinh khong chi duoc hoc chwong trinh vin héa phd thong ma con
duoc dao tao bai ban vé tiéng Pali, dich kinh tir Pali sang Khmer va ngir van Khmer. Nhiéu ting
sinh sau khi t6t nghiép tiép tuc theo hoc tai Hoc vién Phét giao Nam tong Khmer Can Tho hoic
dugc cur di dao tao ¢ nudce ngoai, trd thanh doi ngt tri thirc Phat giao co tri thire, ¢6 uy tin, dong
gop tich cyc cho cong tac dan toc, ton gido va sy phat trién kinh té — x4 hoi cua khu vue DPong
bang séng Ciru Long trong bdi canh dat nuéc hoi nhap va phat trién (Dén toc va Phat trién, 2023).

Bén canh do, cac hoat dong an sinh xa hoi va phtc lgi cong dong cua Phat gido Nam tong
Khmer ngay cang duoc mé rong va da dang hoa. Nhiéu chiia Khmer va chu ting tich cuc tham gia
tir thién, cham lo ngudi nghéo, ngudi gia neo don, tré em mo ¢oi; hd trg hoc sinh ¢6 hoan canh
kho khin; dong gop xdy dung cau duong, trudng hoc va cac cong trinh phiic 1oi tai dia phuong
dién hinh nhu: Pai dirc Danh Dung (Kién Giang) try tri chiia Khmer Dong Tranh tir nam 2007 dén
nay da van dong xay dung 14 cdy cau va hon 60 cin nha cho hd ngheo, giup ngudi dan 6n dinh
cudc song, yén tam lao dong san xuat, hay tai Thanh phé Can Tho méi, Thugng toa Ly Ptic 1a mot
trong nhing chu ting tich cuc dong gop cho cac hoat dong xa hoi véi tong gid tri trén 5,4 ty dong
va hang chuc tan gao trong xay dung duong ndng thon, trao hoc bong, cap tp v va nha tinh
thuong cho hd Khmer khé khan (Dan toc va Phat trién, 2022)... . Qua do, Phat gido Nam tong
Khmer tiép tuc khang dinh vai tro tich cuc trong chiam lo doi séng cong dong va dong hanh cing
su phét trién cta viing dong bao Khmer Nam B9.

Ngoai ra, Phat gido Nam tong Khmer con tich cuc tham gia cac phong trao xay dung doi
song vin hoa ¢ co so. Théng qua vai trd ctia chiia va ban quan tri chiia, chu ting van dong dong
bao thyc hién nép song vin minh trong viéc cudi, viéc tang va 18 hoi gitt gin va phuc hdi cac 18 hoi
truyén théng. Pong thoi sang loc, loai bo nhiing hu tyc lac hau khong con phu hop. Su pho1 hop
gilta cac co s Phat giao voi chinh quyén dia phuong va cac t6 chuc doan thé da gop phan quan
trong trong viéc bao ton ban sic vin héa, cung cd khdi doan két va 6n dinh xa hoi & phum, séc.

Tir cdc minh chung trén ¢ thé khang dinh, Phat giao Nam tong Khmer khong chi giir vai
trd quan trong trong viéc gin gilt cic gia tri van hoa truyén thong ma con phat huy cac gia tri iy
theo huong linh hoat, phu hop voi yéu cau cia xa hoi hi¢n dai. Trong ky nguyén vuon minh cua
dan toc, Phat gido Nam tong Khmer tiép tuc 1a mot nguon lwe van hoa — xa hoi quan trong, gop
phan x@y dung doi song tinh than lanh manh, ciing c6 khi dai doan két dan toc va thiic day phat
trién bén viing & Pong bang song Ciru Long.

3.5. Thao luian

Két qua nghién ctru cho thiy Phat giao Nam tong Khmer khong chi giir vai tro quan trong
trong viéc bao ton cac gia tri van hoa truyén thong ctia dong bao Khmer & Ddng bang song Ciru
Long, ma con thé hién kha ning thich ung linh hoat trudc nhiing bién doi cua xa hoi duong dai.
Diéu nay phu hop voi nhén dinh cua nhiéu cong trinh nghién ctru trude day khi cho rang Phat gido
Nam tong Khmer vira 1a nén tang tinh than, vira 13 thiét ché vin hoa — xa hoi c6 anh huong sau
rong trong cong déng Khmer Nam B§ (Lam Van Tam, 2018; Vién Nghién ctru Ton gido, 2014).

So voi cac nghién ciru trude chu yéu tap trung l1am rd vai tro truyén théng cua Phat gido
Nam tong Khmer trong doi song van hoa — tin ngudng, bai viét nay nhan manh thém khia canh
phat huy gia tri truyén thong trong bdi canh ky nguyén vion minh cua dat nude. Thong qua viée
phan tich cac hoat dong gido duc, an sinh xa hoi va xay dung doi song van hoa ¢ co sd, nghién
ctru cho thdy Phat gido Nam tong Khmer khong dimg ngoai tién trinh phat trién ma tham gia tich

88



Tap chi Khoa hoc Trong Dai hoc Bac Liéu, S6 12 (6/2026): 82-90
cuc vao qua trinh cung cb khoi dai doan két dan toc, 6n dinh xa hoi va thuc day phat trién bén
vitng ving Pong béng song Cuu Long.

Tuy nhién, két qua nghién ctru ciing cho thdy Phat gido Nam tong Khmer dang dimg truge
nhing thach thirc méi trong bdi canh kinh té thi truong va hoi nhap quoc té. Su giao thoa van hoa,
qué trinh d6 thi hoa va tac dong cta truyén thong hién dai c6 thé 1am bién d6i mot sd hinh thic sinh
hoat truyén théng, dit ra yéu cau phai d6i méi phuong thire truyén bé gido 1y, t6 chirc sinh hoat ton
gi4o va gido duc van hoa cho cong dong, dic biét 1a thé hé tré. Diéu nay doi hoi su phéi hop chat
ch& hon gitra cac co s Phét giao Nam tong Khmer v6i chinh quyén dia phuong va céc t6 chirc xa
hoi nham vira bao ton ban sic van hoa, vira dap tmg yéu cau phat trién trong giai doan moi.

V& phuong dién nghién ctru, bai viét con nhimng gi6i han nhit dinh khi chu yéu dua trén
nguon tu lidu thir cap va cac minh ching thuc tidn mang tinh dién hinh. Cac nghién ctru tiép theo
¢ thé mo rong theo hudng khao sat thuc dia sau hon, so sanh vai tro ctia Phat gido Nam tong
Khmer giita cac dia phuong hodc phan tich tic dong cua cac yéu té kinh té — x3 hoi méi dbi véi
doi séng ton gido va vin hoa ciia dong bao Khmer.

Ttr nhitng phan tich trén c6 thé khiang dinh rang, trong ky nguyén vuon minh cta dan toc,
Phat gido Nam tong Khmer tiép tuc 1a mot ngudn luc vin hoa — xa hodi quan trong. Viéc phat huy
vai tro cua Phat gido Nam tong Khmer mot cach phu hop s& gop phan xay dung doi song tinh than
lanh manh, cang cb khéi dai doan két toan dan toc va thiic ddy su phat trién bén viing cia ving
Pong bang song Ctru Long.

4. Két luan

Nghién ctru cho thiy Phat gido Nam tong Khmer gitr vai tro déc biét quan trong trong doi
song tinh than, van héa va xi hoi cia cong dong ngudi Khmer ¢ Pong bang song Cuu Long.
Khong chi 1a mot t6n gido truyén thong, Phit gido Nam tong Khmer con 1a mot thiét ché van hoa
— x4 hoi c6 anh huong sau rong dén qua trinh hinh thanh nhén cach, dinh huong chuan muc dao
dure, duy tri phong tuc tap quan va cung ¢ sy gin két cong dong trong khong gian phum, soc.

Thong qua viéc phan tich lich st hinh thanh, dic diém gido 1y va thyc tién hoat dong cia
Phat gido Nam tong Khmer, bai viét khang dinh rang cac gid tri c¢6t 16i nhu tinh than tir bi, nhan
ai, hudng thi¢n, doan két va y thire trach nhiém xa hoi da va dang dong gop quan trong vao viéc
gin gilt, phat huy ban sic van hoa truyen thong cia ngudi Khmer. Nhiing gia tri nay khong chi
dugc bao t6n trong khong gian chua chién, 18 hoi va cac nghi 18 ton gido ma con tham thau vao doi
song thuong nhat, tré' thanh nén tang dao dirc va 18i sdng cia cong dong.

Trong bdi canh dat nudc bude vao ky nguyén vuon minh v6i nhirng co hoi va thach thire
dan xen, Phét gido Nam tong Khmer tiép tuc thé hién kha nang thich ing va dong hanh cing su
phat trién cta xa hoi. Théng qua céac hoat dong giao duc van hoa, bao ton ngdn ngit — chir viét,
tham gia an sinh x& hdi va van dong quéan chung, Phat gido Nam tong Khmer khong chi gop phan
duy tri cac gia tri truyen théng ma con dong gop tich cuc vao viée xdy dyng do1 song van hoa lanh
manh, cing cd khdi dai doan két toan dan tdc va thic day phat trién bén viing ving Pong bang
song Ctu Long.

Tuy nhién, nghién ctru cling chira rang Phat giao Nam tong Khmer dang ding trudc nhirng
thach thirc méi nhu sy bién ddi trong nhan thuc va 16i séng cua thé heé tré, tac dong cua kinh té thi
truong va qua trinh hoi nhap quoc té. Nhiing thach thirc ndy dit ra yéu cau cin co cac giai phap
dong bd nhim phat huy vai tr6 tich cuc cua Phat gido Nam tong Khmer theo huéng phu hop voi
diéu kién phat trién méi, bao dam su hai hoa giira bao tén cac gia tri truyén thong va yéu cau doi
m&i, phat trién.

Tir nhitng két qua dat duoc, bai viét gop phan bd sung co'sO 1y luén va thyc tién cho nghién
clru vé ton gido — dan toc ¢ Viét Nam, dong thoi cung cip luan ctr khoa hoc phuc vu cho viéc
hoach dinh va trién khai cac chinh sach vin hoa, dan tdc va ton gido & ving Pong bang song Ctru
Long trong giai doan hién nay
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